best of a very uncertain character; and, further, that we are as yet almost completely in the dark, as to the influence of the vital properties of the organism upon its chemical operations. It seems to us that there is too great a tendency among the chemists of the present day, to regard the human body as a mere laboratory, into which certain quantities of material are introduced, certain effects produced, and certain results obtained.
We have seen a calculation of the amount of carbon expended in carrying a man to the top of Mount Blanc; by which it was demonstrated that the human machine does more work, with a less expenditure of fuel, than the best steam-engine that was ever constructed. Really such notions are scarcely one whit less absurd than those of the Iatrochemists of the last century; indeed we very much question whether, in proportion to the prevalent intelligence of the age, and the advanced condition of physiological and chemical science, the modern absurdities are not the more glaring of the two.
Far be it from us to discourage inquiries conducted in a truly philosophical spirit; let the physiologist learn from the chemist all the facts which can throw light upon the obscurities of his science; and let the chemist push his inquiries to the utmost extent of which his objects and appliances are capable. But Liebig) for the nutrition of the albuminous or gelatinous tissues of animals, have a strong affinity for oxygen ; and if they are present in the fluids in too large an amount, they will become oxidized in preference to the uric acid, and will thus prevent it from being converted into urea. These are chiefly thrown off by the respiratory apparatus, when in an oxidized condition ; in the secretion of the liver and intestinal glands, on the other hand, there is little or no addition to their natural proportion of oxygen. Hence, according to Dr. Jones, we may diminish the proportion of these readily oxidizable substances in the blood, not only by stopping the supply, but by causing an increase of secretion from the liver and intestinal glands through the action of purgatives, and especially of mercurials. These medicines will have the further effect of causing the secreted products to be discharged from the intestinal canal, instead of remaining to undergo partial re-absorption and oxidation, as is supposed by Liebig to be the case in regard to the chief elements of the bile. It is upon this principle that Dr. Jones explains the beneficial action of medicines which promote the secretion from the liver, in the treatment of gout; and we have little doubt that it may be correct as far as it goes. The quantity of these non-azotized substances may be further reduced by emetics which produce bilious vomiting; and by sudorifics. In regard to this last class of medicines Dr. Jones remarks, that " the great benefit which is occasionally experienced from the sudorific medicines is not thus, perhaps, sufficiently accounted for; because the quantity of these substances which can be removed by perspiration cannot be supposed to be very great." We find no difficulty in accounting for it by the fact, altogether overlooked by Dr. Jones, that a large quantity of azotized matter, not very unlike urea, is excreted from the skin; and the quantity left to be thrown off by the kidneys is therefore just so much less.
With regard to the third indication, Dr. Jones remarks that the effect of an increased supply of fluid is not confined to dissolving the excess of urate of ammonia, which would otherwise be deposited as a sediment; but that it also favours the further oxygenation of the uric acid. This is, we presume, the idea on which Liebig would explain the presence of urate of ammonia, almost to the exclusion of urea, in the urine of birds.
We now come to the application of these principles, in the cure or mitigation of the uric acid diathesis. 
